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Overview and Objectives
This course is designed to provide a broad overview of the field of population economics. We will only be able to “sample” a
few topics and get acquainted with the types of methods employed in the area.
We will start the class with an introduction to history of population and measurement and review the theory and empirical
evidence of the First Demographic transition. We will next focus on the main theories of fertility behavior from less developed to
more developed contexts (in which fertility is below replacement level of 2.1). We will go over the main implications of the
microeconomic model of fertility of Becker, analyze the impact of changes in family planning and in economic conditions on
fertility, how fertility preferences are shaped, and whether policies have been successful in rising fertility.
Next, we will look at the transformation of marriage from child brides in some contexts to very late marriage or a rise in longterm cohabitation in others. We will study how changes in fertility, mortality and partnership formation shape the demographic
pyramid and what implications this has on the sustainability of welfare policies. As migration has been put forward as a solution
for dwindling populations in OECD countries, we will focus on the determinants of migration, revise the debate on the labor
market impact of migrants as well as the evidence of migrant integration in many socio-economic outcomes. We will close the
class with a general overview of gender issues starting with an analysis of female labor market outcomes and ending the class
with some studies of gender discrimination either via sex-selective abortion or via exclusion in the labor market.

Course Outline
1. Overview of historical population trends
2. First Demographic Transition
3. Economic theories of fertility
a. Microeconomic models (Becker and others)
b. Economic conditions and fertility
c. Preferences
d. Policies
4. Marriage, divorce and cohabitation
5. Changes in demographic structure and their implications
a. Demographic dividends
b. Dependency ratios and welfare state
6. Migration
a. What determines migration flows? Measurement
b. Labor market impact of immigrants on destination countries
c. Immigrant integration
7. Gender
a. Changes in female labor force participation and gender wage gaps
b. Missing women and other forms of discrimination
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Required Activities and Evaluation
Each week there will be a list of main readings related to the topic (and some additional background readings for
those interested in furthering a particular topic and constitute some of the material I use to prepare my class).
Each student is required to prepare three reflection papers of either type A or type B at the week of their choosing
(at least one of each type). Summaries of readings should be kept to a minimum (no more than one short
paragraph). Two of the papers of max 3 pages (25% each) double spaced need to be sent to me the day before
the class for which they have been assigned. The third paper of max 8 pages (45%) double spaced can be
handed up to one week after classes end. Any paper can be handed in earlier.
Type A: A critical analytical review of one of the papers listed in the topic of that week (e.g. main ideas in the
paper, how they address the topic under discussion, highlight the advantages and drawbacks of the paper on
empirical and/or theoretical grounds; suggest avenues for improved research as if you were writing a referee
report)
Type B: An overview critical, analytical and original assessment of at least two of the listed papers in one topic
(e.g. common themes, conflicting arguments, issues you find missing and strengths of the discussions)
Type C: For the long paper students can also choose to write an empirical analysis of one of the topics of the
course.
The course will combine lecture time and for a few sessions also discussion of required papers (read before class
time). Participation (5%) in class discussion is an important component of the class.
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